
 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

 It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill 

your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that 

Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 
 

 Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 
 

 Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s bulletins, and 

children’s worship notes are available from the ushers. 
 

 Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service 

on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the 

room adjacent to the nursery. 
 

 As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle. 

Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 
 

 The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the 

Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for 

those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests 

who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion 

until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving. 

Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore 

God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion 

fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors. 

 The pastors, staff, school faculty, and their families join in wishing all of you a new 

year in which we grow together in grace, faith, our love for the Word, and our desire 

to serve our Lord.



The First Sunday After Christmas 

New Year’s Eve & Day 

December 31, 2016 & January 1, 2017 
 

Promises Kept: Rejoice in the LORD! He has clothed us with garments of righteousness. 

 

 

 

 

Opening Hymn Help Us, O Lord, for Now We Enter 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 70 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 

 

C: Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits. 

 

M: I will remember the deeds of the LORD; yes, I will remember your miracles of long ago. 

 

C: I will meditate on all your works and consider all your mighty deeds. 

 

M: Remember the wonders the LORD has done, his miracles, and the judgments he has pronounced. 

 

C: Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his 

laws, and his decrees. 

 

M: Too often we have failed to observe the commands, laws, and decrees of the Lord our God. 

Therefore let us approach him with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  
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M: This is what the LORD says, “I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no 

more.” Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The LORD has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of the 

earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

 

C: The LORD remembers us and will bless us; he will bless those who fear the LORD – small 

and great alike.  

 

Congregational Song of Praise All Praise to God Who Reigns Above 

  Christian Worship 236 

 

C: All praise to God who reigns above,  

 The God of all creation, 

 The God of wonders, pow’r, and love,  

 The God of our salvation! 

 With healing balm my soul he fills,  

 The God who ev’ry sorrow stills –  

 To God all praise and glory! 

 

 I cried to him in time of need:  

 Lord God, oh, hear my calling! 

 For death he gave me life indeed  

 And kept my feet from falling. 

 For this my thanks shall endless be;  

 Oh, thank him, thank our God with me –  

 To God all praise and glory! 

 

 The Lord will not forsake his flock,  

 His chosen generation;  

 He is their refuge and their rock,  

 Their peace and their salvation. 

 As with a mother’s tender hand  

 He leads his own, his chosen band –  

 To God all praise and glory!  



pg. 5 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our human 

nature. By his gracious coming, deliver us from the corruption of our sin and transform us into 

the likeness of his glory; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Isaiah 63:7-9 

In his kindness, the LORD redeemed us and made us his sons. 

 

 I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD, 

  the deeds for which he is to be praised, 

  according to all the LORD has done for us –  

  yes, the many good things he has done for the house of Israel, 

  according to his compassion and many kindnesses. 

 He said, “Surely they are my people, sons who will not be false to me”; 

  and so he became their Savior. 

 In all their distress he too was distressed, 

  and the angel of his presence saved them. 

 In his love and mercy he redeemed them; 

  he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 2 (see pg. 14) 

The people of this earth will not stand against the Son of God. 

 

Second Lesson Galatians 4:4-7 

We are sons of God through faith in the Son of God. 

 

 But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem 

those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit 

of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but a 

son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.  
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Verse of the Day 

M:  Alleluia, alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

God protects his Son from wicked men. 

 

 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take 

the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for 

the child to kill him.” 

 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until 

the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I 

called my son.” 

 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, 

take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s 

life are dead.” 

 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that 

Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been 

warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, and he went and lived in a town called 

Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets: “He will be called a Nazarene.”  



pg. 7 

 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day At the Name of Jesus 

Christian Worship 344 

 

Sermon Luke 2:21 

What’s In A Name? 

 

 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had 

given him before he had been conceived. 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

 He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community  

and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a  

visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

M: Lord God, we thank you for the countless blessings you have showered upon us this past year. 

Although we do not deserve goodness from your hand, you graciously bless us and satisfy all 

our needs. 

 

C: Teach us to number our days aright so that the blessings and distractions of this life do 

not turn our hearts from you. 

 

M: Eternal God, you have been our dwelling place in every generation. As we enter into a new 

year of grace, remind us to always keep our eyes fixed on you. 

 

C: Forgive our sins of the past year – those we know and those unknown to us – and keep us 

faithful to Christ in the year to come. 

 

M: Gracious Father, calm the hearts of those who look to the future with foreboding or fear rather 

than with confidence and hope. 

 

C: For all those who face illness, pain, and suffering, give the peace that only you can give. 

 

M: Lord of the nations, bless our land and our country in the coming year. Give us leaders of good 

character and save us from violence and discord.  

 

C: Establish harmony where there is division and peace in the midst of strife. 

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: You are our God, our times are in your hands. Give us strength as we wait for your return on 

the last day. 

 

C: We eagerly anticipate that day when time will cease and we will worship before your 

throne for all eternity. Amen.   
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Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.   

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. When the time had fully come, he sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 

law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 

 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of 

his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 

glory forever and ever.  
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Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
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Be seated 

 

To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine. 

Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 10 of Christian Worship. 

 

Distribution Hymns O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

 Christian Worship 441 

 

What Child Is This 

Christian Worship 67 

 

Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior 

Christian Worship 313  
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Please stand 

 

THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

M: Eternal God and Father, you have placed us in a world of space and time, and through the 

events of our lives you bless us with your love. In the coming year, grant that we may know 

your presence, see your power at work, and live in anticipation of the day when we will forever 

be with you, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love 

Christian Worship 76 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Christmas 1 
 

 M 1 Thessalonians 5:5-15…..……………………………….. John 8:12-20 

 T Ephesians 5:8-14…….….………………………………... Acts 11:1-18 

 W 1 John 2:7-11……………………………………………... John 9:1-12 

 TH 1 John 1:5-10……………………………………………... John 9:24-39 

 F John 3:16-21……………………………………………… Matthew 5:13-16 

 S 1 John 2:12-17……………………………………………. Revelation 21:9-12, 21-27 
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Psalm 2 

 

 Why do the nations conspire 

  and the peoples plot in vain? 

 

 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD 

  and against his Anointed One.  

 

 Refrain 

 

 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 

  the Lord scoffs at them. 

 

 Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 

  “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 

 

 I will proclaim the decree of the LORD. 

  He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father.” 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain   
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Serving at Worship 

 

Preacher Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Musicians Lisa Eggebrecht, organ (Saturday) 

 Dr. William Braun, organ (Sunday) 

 

Communion Assistants Mark Meissner, Mark Naumann, Dan Schmal (Saturday) 

 Larry Totsky, Bill Dittman, Dan Ebeling (8:00 AM) 

Adam Goede, Jeff Scheibe (10:30 AM) 

 

Head Ushers Matt Bahr (Saturday) 

 Kerry Kuehn (8:00 AM) 

 Rick Yahn (10:30 AM) 

 

Greeters Mark & Mary Meissner and Mary Rindfleisch & Jessica Strautmann (8:00 AM) 

 Jon & Jessie Leyrer, Lorna Leyrer & June Krueger (10:30 AM) 

 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

 Mike Cox and Sue Rader at The Lutheran Home, John Ellenberger hospitalized this past week 

at Froedtert, and Mike Swenson recovering at home.  
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